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Council – 18 May 2023 
 

 
COUNCIL 
18 MAY 2023 
 
CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
 
THE OUTGOING CHAIRMAN will report: 
 
Chairman's Visits and Functions Attended 
 
1. A list of functions attended by the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of Council since the 
last meeting is attached. 
 
Royal Visits to the County – HRH The Princess Royal 
 
27 February 2023 
 
2. HRH The Princess Royal was in the County on 27 February 2023 and visited 
Specsavers in Kidderminster, Green Lighting in Worcester and Pershore College.   
 
3. The Chairman was presented to HRH at Specsavers in Kidderminster and 
accompanied the Royal Party around Pershore College.  
 
4 April 2023 
 
4. HRH The Princess Royal re-visited the County on 4 April 2023 to unveil the statue of 
The Sentry in Brockhill Village, Norton. 
 
5. The Chairman was presented to HRH and remained with the Royal Party throughout 
the visit. 
 
Death of Former Worcestershire County Councillor 
 
6. Gordon Yarranton, a former Worcestershire County Councillor, sadly passed away on 
10 April 2023. 
 
7. He represented the Wolverley, Cookley and Wribbenhall Division for twelve years, 
from May 2005 to May 2017.  
 
8. Gordon was elected to serve as Chairman of the Council for the 2013-14 civic year, a 
role he undertook with dedication and pride. He also sat on the Planning and Regulatory 
Committee for many years and was a member of the Hereford and Worcester Fire and 
Rescue Authority, as well as numerous outside bodies, representing the County Council. 
 
9. During his political career, Gordon also served at District, Town and Parish level, and 
was elected Chairman of Wyre Forest District Council for the civic year 2010-11. 
 
10. A funeral service was held on 10 May 2023 at St Leonard’s Church, Ribbesford, 
Bewdley, followed by cremation at Wyre Forest Crematorium, which the Chairman 
attended. 
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11. Gordon was a hard-working and extremely dedicated Councillor who tirelessly 
served the community he represented and will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 
 
British Association of Social Workers Awards 2023 
 
12. The Chairman was delighted to hear that Claire Cale, Team Manager for the All-Age 
Disability Service at Worcestershire County Council, was nominated for the Amazing 
Social Worker Award 2023. 
 
13. Claire was nominated by a social work MA student at the University of Worcester, 
who shadowed her for two days in the Summer of 2022 and nominated her in 
recognition of her outstanding best practice and inspiring dedication to her work. 
 
14. The Amazing Social Worker Award was launched as part of the British Association of 
Social Worker’s World Social Work Month celebrations and is an opportunity to celebrate 
amazing colleagues. The Award champions social work and helps members achieve the 
highest professional standards. 
 
15. The Chairman extends his warmest congratulations to Claire on behalf of all 
members for this wonderful achievement. 
 
THE INCOMING CHAIRMAN will report: 
 
Group Photograph 
 
16. The Chairman wishes to report that it is intended to take a photograph of all 
Members today. It is envisaged that the photograph will be taken at the beginning of the 
comfort break at approximately 11.30am. Weather permitting this photograph will be 
taken out of doors on the steps leading to the main entrance to County Hall; however, a 
wet weather alternative is available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Points 
 
Specific Contact Points for this report 
Lisa Banks, PA to Political Leadership 
Tel: 01905 846650   Email: lbanks@worcestershire.gov.uk  
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Functions Attended by Chris Rogers as Chairman since February 
2023 Council Meeting  
 
Date   Function 
 
25 February  Chairman of Malvern District Council’s Bingo Night @ Seabourne Leisure Ltd, 
   Kempsey 
27 February  ROYAL VISIT: HRH The Princess Royal to Specsavers, Kidderminster and 
   Pershore College 
28 February  Citizenship Ceremony 
28 February  Worcestershire Lord Lieutenant’s Cadets Awards Ceremony @ Assembly 
   Rooms, Guildhall, Worcester 
3 March  Lord Lieutenant’s Drinks Reception @ Guildhall, Worcester 
5 March  Worcestershire Civic Service @ Worcester Cathedral 
10 March  Official Opening of the Nursery at St Andrew’s CE School, Hampton,  
   Evesham 
12 March  Chairman of Wychavon District Council’s Civic Service @ St Peter’s Church, 
   Droitwich 
13 March  Mayor of Worcester – Commonwealth Nation’s Flag of Peace @ Guildhall 
24 March  Visit Worcestershire Tourism Awards @ Treetops, West Midlands Safari Park, 
   Bewdley 
26 March  Mayor of Pershore’s Civic Service @ Pershore Abbey 
30 March  Citizenship Ceremony 
30 March  Declaration of Office as High Sheriff of Worcestershire of Louise Hewitt DL 
   @ The Shirehall, Worcester 
1 April   Mayor of Worcester’s Charity Cabaret Dinner @ Guildhall, Worcester 
4 April    ROYAL VISIT: HRH The Princess Royal to Norton Statue Unveiling @ 
   Crookbarrow Road, Brockhill Village, Norton 
15 April  Mayor of Stourport’s Dinner & Dance @ Stourport Yacht Club 
21 April  Mayor & Mayoress of Evesham: A Celebration of St George  
   @ Evesham Town Hall 
23 April  St George’s Day Parade @ Kidderminster Harriers FC, Aggborough Stadium 
27 April  Citizenship Ceremony 
27 April  Mayor of Redditch Charity Civic Dinner @ Boat House, Arrow Valley Lake 
7 May   Coronation Big Lunch @ Guildhall, Worcester 
7 May   Coronation Service @ Worcester Cathedral 
7 May**  King’s Coronation Event – Hagley Parish Council @ Hagley Pavilion 
9 May**  Royal Garden Party 
10 May  Gordon Yarranton’s Funeral Service @ St Leonard’s Church, Ribbesford 
12 May  Swan Theatre VIP Night – “The Bouncers” @ The Moors, Worcester 
15 May**  Bewdley Annual Town Council Meeting/Mayor Making @ Guildhall, Bewdley 
 
 
 
 
 
**denotes attendance by Vice-Chairman 
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